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Physical Difficulties

	Band
	Descriptor
	Provision

	4
	· Physical /medical difficulties with or without associated learning difficulties.

· Physical difficulties which impact on access to the curriculum

· Movement unsteady in crowded areas and or uneven surfaces.

· May have continence issues

· Possible low levels of self esteem

· Requires regular medication
· Some problems with fine motor skills, pencil/pen control, scissor skills, dressing and undressing.  Slow at written recording problems with graph and map drawing.

· Some problems with gross motor skills often seen in PE.

· Lack of co-ordination, for example carrying a tray at meal-times.
· Able to stand as appropriate for development age but may need some assistance to access curriculum.

	· Mainstream class with flexible approach to grouping and/or some individual work.

· Input from additional adult to provide targeted support


· Some support may be needed to meet hygiene needs

· Curriculum differentiated additional staff training in understanding the needs of children with PD

· Access to school nursing support and advice.
· Requires suitably trained people for an occasional short-term course of medication.

	5
	· Moderate physical /medical difficulties with or without associated learning difficulties.

· Working at levels substantially below national expectations or peer group.

· Continuing problems with hand/eye co-ordination, fine/gross motor skills and recording.

· Making little or no progress despite provision of targeted teaching approaches.

· Needs assistance with mobility or continence issues

· Continuing problems with self esteem and peer relationships

· Requires regular medication 
	As above plus:
· Mainstream classroom setting.

· Modified curriculum.

· Small group or one to one adult input to practice skills.

· Input from additional adult to provide targeted support

· Support needed to meet hygiene needs

· External support from specialist teaching as required including training.

· Access to advice on specialist ICT equipment

· Access to school nursing support and advice.



	6
	· Significant physical /medical difficulties with or without associated learning difficulties.

· Recording and/or mobility now impacting on access to the curriculum significantly

· Needs specialist provision in the classroom for toileting or at break and lunch-time to comply with health and safety legislation.

· Increased dependence on mobility aids, i.e. wheelchair or frame

· Requires regular medication 

· Significant gross and/or fine motor difficulties

· Needs prompts/support for feeding – may have food supplements
	As above plus:
· Mainstream classroom setting 

· Small group or one to one adult input to practice skills.

· Individual skills based work may need to take place outside the classroom.

· Nurture group input may be necessary to help with low self esteem

· Regular support required to meet hygiene needs.
· External support from specialist teaching with monitoring as required.

· Focussed training for staff

· Access to school nursing support and advice.




	Band
	Descriptor
	Provision

	7
	· Severe physical /medical difficulties with or without associated learning difficulties.

· Adapted site necessary to physically access the building
· Adult help necessary to aid mobility around the building and in the classroom

· Hygiene suite and adult help necessary at all times to meet personal care needs.

· Multiple medications by a number of routes, e.g. nebuliser/oral

· Occasional seizures less than one per week which require supervision of a carer

· School has been upgraded by LA or new build

· Requires regular medication 

· Needs feeding to ensure adequate intake of food 

· Doubly-incontinent but care is routine

· Self-catheterisation 

· High risk of skin break-down 

· Needs short-term intermittent oxygen
	As above plus:
· Mainstream classroom setting.

· Small group or one to one adult input to practice skills.

· Individual skills based work may need to take place outside the classroom.

· Nurture group input may be necessary to help with low self esteem.

· Access to specialist services, e.g. physiotherapist led swimming sessions

· Regular support for hygiene needs.

· Regular access to PD specialist support teacher as required.

· Staff training and professional development for all staff

· Access to school nursing support and advice.



	8
	· Profound physical difficulties with or without associated learning difficulties.

· Progress and attainment are impaired.

· Physical difficulties which significantly impact upon ability to access assistive technology to support communication, understanding and learning.

· Requires high level support for all personal care, mobility, daily routines and learning needs.

· May have physical condition that requires medical/therapy intervention and support. 

· Learning to become proactive upon their environment in a positive manner.

· Requires specialist environment to support self-esteem and positive self image.

· Requires regular medication  

· Seizures that result in unconsciousness and may require administration of medication 

· Multiple medications by a number of routes, e.g. nebulizer/oral

· Frequent oral/naso-pharyngeal suction – more than daily 

· Chronic breathing difficulties
· Specialist dressing regime for skin condition

· Intermittent catheterisation/stoma requiring extensive attention

· Gastrostomy feeding device/feeding plan to minimise risk of choking when feeding for such conditions as Dysphagia 
	As above plus:
· Small group teaching, which might be within a specialist provision.

· Opportunities for 1:1 support focused on specific IEP targets, behaviour/ medical/ personal care plan requirements.

· Opportunities for individual support when taking part in a differentiated curriculum, including small group and individual work.

· High staffing ratio to support individualised teaching and learning with 1:1 support as detailed in Part 3 of SSEN.

· Staff competency with evidence of training, supervision and review. 

· Flexible staffing and approach to provide escort for pupils and support at times of crisis and stress.

· Access to specialist services.

· Access to staff trained in the use of a range of specialist ICT and AAC equipment and software to support access and learning
· Access to school nursing support and advice.




	Band
	Descriptor
	Provision

	9
	· Profound physical/medical difficulties which impact on their ability to synthesise and process information.

· Progress and attainment may be severely impaired.

· Physical difficulties which severely impact upon ability to access assistive technology to support communication, understanding and learning.

· Requires high level of support for all personal care, mobility, daily routines and learning needs.

· Will have physical condition that requires medical/therapy intervention and support. 

· Learning to become proactive upon their environment in a positive manner.

· Requires specialist environment to support self-esteem and positive self image.

· Functional ability may be affected by long term impact of physical disability

· Stable tracheostomy

· Oxygen dependant 

· Naso-gastric feeding

· Frequent hard to predict apnoeas 

· Seizures that result in unconsciousness and may require administration of medication 

· Frequent oral/naso-pharyngeal suction – more than daily 

· Chronic breathing difficulties requiring oxygen/suction continuously
· Specialist dressing regime for skin condition 

· Intermittent catheterisation/stoma requiring extensive attention 

· Gastrostomy feeding device/feeding plan to minimise risk of choking when feeding for such conditions as Dysphagia

· Unable to move in a developmentally appropriate way/careful positioning/cared for in one position – bed/needs more than one carer to transfer or re-position 

· High risk of fracture due to bone-density

· Requires regular medication 
	As above plus:
· Small group teaching, which is likely to be within a specialist provision.

· Sustained opportunities for 1:1 support focused on specific IEP targets, behaviour/ medical/ personal care plan requirements.

· Opportunities for individual support when taking part in small group activities.

· High staffing ratio to support teaching and learning with sustained opportunities for 1:1 support.

· Staff competency with evidence of training, supervision and review.

· Staffing ratio that can support medical interventions as required.
· Flexible staffing and approach to provide escort for pupils and support at times of crisis and stress.

· Access to specialist services.

· Access to staff trained in the use of a range of specialist ICT and AAC equipment and software to support access and learning

· Access to school nursing support and advice.




	Band
	Descriptor
	Provision

	10


	· As for range 8/9 plus the following:

· Vulnerable by the nature of medical/physical condition, requiring a specialist environment with high staff ratio in order to ensure health, safety and emotional well-being.

· Severity of medical condition requires extra support to ensure safety
· Requires regular medication 
· Unable to breathe independently – ventilator or C-Pap-supported breathing 

· Tracheostomy with frequent occlusions 

· Apnoea-specific to conditions – Ondines curse

· Sub-cutaneous syringe driver

· Major uncontrolled seizures; on a daily basis which require medicinal intervention 
· Child immobile 

· Position critical to physiological functioning or life

· Total parenteral nutrition (IV feeding)

· Peritoneal or haemodialysis

· Life-threatening skin conditions or burns.
	As above plus:
· Small group teaching, within a specialist provision that provides or is part of 24 hour education and care provision.

· Sustained 1:1 support focused on specific appropriate IEP targets, behaviour/ medical/ personal care plan requirements.

· Individual support when taking part in small group activities.

· High staffing ratio to support teaching and lifetime learning with 1:1 support.

· Staff competency with evidence of training, supervision and review. 

· Staffing ratio that can support medical interventions and clinical emergencies as required throughout the day.

· Flexible staffing and approach to provide escort for pupils and support at times of crisis and stress, and to provide out-reach into the home in-line with clinical advice.

· Access to specialist services.

· Access to staff trained in the use of a range of specialist ICT and AAC equipment and software to support access and learning

· On-site nursing and/or specialist service support and advice.
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