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Cognition and Learning
	Band
	Descriptor
	Provision

	4
	· Difficulties with concept development and logical thought limit access to the curriculum
· Well below average range of cognitive ability
· Persistent difficulties in the acquisition/use of language/literacy/numeracy skills
· Difficulty with independently organising resources for familiar activities
· Poor self-esteem

· Poor concentration and attention to task

· Typically has other identified difficulties which may be unrelated to cognition confirmed by professional advice which, together with their learning difficulties,  present a significant barrier to learning
May have some:

· Difficulties in social relationships

· Limited social use of language

· Communication difficulties
	· Mainstream class with regular targeted small group support on a differentiated curriculum
· Time limited programmes of small group work based on identified need
· On going opportunities for 1:1 support focused on specific IEP targets
· Additional adult working under the direction of teacher, provides sustained targeted support on an individual/group basis. May include withdrawal
· Staff training to meet curriculum differentiation and cognition and learning needs
· Use of adapted teaching resources and materials to support teaching and learning, for those with any sensory, physical and/or medical needs
· Access to resources and equipment to support personalised learning needs

· Access to relevant specialist educational and non-educational support services

	5
	As above plus:

· Significant difficulties with concept development and logical thought severely restrict access to the curriculum
· Significantly below average range of cognitive ability
· Significant and persistent difficulties in the acquisition/use of language/literacy/numeracy skills
· Typically has other identified difficulties which may be unrelated to cognition confirmed by professional advice which, together with their learning difficulties, present a significant barrier to learning
· Significant difficulties with independently organising resources for familiar activities.

Likely to have some:

· Difficulties in social relationships

· Limited social use of language

· Communication difficulties
	As above plus:
· Mainstream class, predominantly working on modified curriculum tasks
· Frequent opportunities for small group work based on identified need
· Daily opportunities for 1:1 support focused on specific IEP.

· Additional adult working under the direction of teacher, provides sustained targeted support on an individual/group basis. May include withdrawal
· Staff training to support curriculum modification and cognition and learning needs


	6
	As Band 5 with one or more of the following: 

· Behavioural/emotional difficulties requiring management strategies
· Social and emotional immaturity

· Attention seeking and frequent disruption to others and work and play
· Additional communication difficulty
· Medical and sensory needs

These behaviours will:

· Occur over a long period of time

· Are persistent

· Occur with a high frequency

· Have proven resistant to interventions

	As above plus:
· Small group teaching, which is based on identified need
· Daily opportunities for 1:1 support focused on specific IEP, behaviour management plan or medical/personal care plan requirements

· Additional adult working under the direction of teacher, provides sustained targeted support on an individual/ group basis. May include withdrawal
· Additional staffing to support pupils for specific activities at times of crisis and stress

· Access to resources and equipment to support personalised learning needs

· Access to relevant specialist educational and non educational support services
· Appropriate indoor/outdoor provision within a safe and secure setting


	Band
	Descriptor
	Provision

	7
	As above plus:

· Severe difficulties with concept development and logical thought which prevents access to the curriculum

· Severely impaired language and communication skills

· Attainment is likely to be mainly in the P Scale range 4 – 8 by the end of Key Stage 4
· Severe difficulties in the acquisition of literacy, numeracy and self-help skills

· May have physical and/or medical needs
	As above plus:

· Small group teaching, which is likely to be within a specialist provision
· Small group teaching with 1:1 consideration

· High staffing ratio to support teaching and learning

· Staff trained and experienced in working with pupils with SLD

· Additional staffing to support pupils for specific activities and at times of crisis and stress
· Communication skills are a high priority with appropriate high and low tech alternative augmentative communication systems eg. Makaton. electronic voice output communication aids 
· Specialist hygiene facilities and equipment.

· Access to resources and equipment to support personalised learning needs

· Access to relevant specialist educational and non educational support services
· AAC equipment to support a total communication environment
· Specialist equipment to facilitate self-help, physical access and mobility
· ICT specialist hard/soft ware.

· Appropriate indoor and outdoor provision within a safe and secure setting

	8
	As Band 7, and includes at least one of the following  – noting the notion of complexity:

· Unpredictable and challenging behaviour
· Requires management strategies
· Severe physical and/or medical needs (including degenerative conditions)
· Additional sensory impairment
· Severe and complex communication disorder
· Behaviours which are characteristic of an Autistic Spectrum Disorder
These behaviours/needs will:

· Occur over a long period of time

· Are persistent

· Occur with a high frequency

· Have proven resistant to interventions

	As above plus:

· Small group teaching, which is likely to be within a specialist provision
· Daily opportunities for 1:1 support focused on specific IEP, behaviour management plan or medical/personal care plan requirements
· High staffing ratio to support teaching and learning.

· Staff trained and experienced in working with pupils with SLD
· Additional staffing to escort pupils and support at times of crisis and stress
· Access to  sustained nursing cover within school 

· Staff trained in medical/physical interventions and strategies as appropriate
· Constant reinforcement and generalisation of skills is an essential priority
· Communication skills are a high priority with appropriate high and low tech alternative augmentative communication systems eg. Makaton. electronic voice output communication aids
· Specialist hygiene facilities and equipment.
· A range of AAC systems to support a total communication environment
· Specialist equipment to facilitate self-help, physical access and mobility
· ICT specialist hard/soft ware.
· Access to resources and equipment to support personalised learning needs
· Access to relevant specialist educational and non educational support services
· Appropriate indoor and outdoor provision within a safe and secure setting


	Band
	Descriptor
	Provision

	9
	As above plus:

· Complex and profound learning needs with other significant difficulties
· A physical, sensory or medical condition (including degenerative conditions) requiring a very high level of adult support to access the curriculum and all aspects of school life
· Language and communication skills are profoundly impaired and require a range of alternative and augmentative communication strategies
· Attainment is likely to remain at a very early stage of development, many students assessed between P2 to P3 by the end of Key Stage 4
· Profound difficulties in the acquisition of literacy, numeracy and self- help skills
· Totally/highly dependent on adult support for all personal care needs including mobility

	As above plus:

· Small group teaching, which is likely to be within a specialist provision
· Sustained opportunities for 1:1 teaching focused on specific IEP, behaviour management plan or medical/personal care plan requirements
· High staffing ratio to support teaching and learning with sustained opportunities for 1:1 support
· Staff trained and experienced in working with pupils with PMLD
· Staff trained in medical/physical interventions and strategies as appropriate
· Additional staffing to escort pupils and support at times of crisis and stress
· Access to relevant specialist educational and non educational support services and equipment (including medical)
· Access to regular nursing support and advice
· Access to appropriate therapy provision 

· Small steps approach within the context of an appropriate sensory experiential curriculum.

· Constant reinforcement and generalisation of skills is an essential priority
· Communication skills are an essential priority with the use of a total communication environment to facilitate access to the curriculum eg. Makaton, objects of reference, situational and sensory cues, simple voice output devices 
· Specialist and adaptive equipment to support access to learning, facilitate self help and physical development, mobility and hygiene access, self- help, physical 
· A range of AAC systems to support a total communication environment
· Access to an appropriate sensory environment
· ICT specialist and adaptive equipment to meet individual learning needs 

· Appropriate indoor and outdoor provision within a safe and secure setting

	10


	As above with one or more of the following:

· Additional, acute or chronic medical need requiring frequent or sustained intervention
· Unpredictable or challenging behaviour requiring management strategies
· Dual/Multi Sensory impairments requiring a very high level of individual support to access all aspects of school life 

· Behaviours that are characteristic of an Autism Spectrum Condition
These behaviours/needs will:

· Occur over a long period of time

· Are persistent

· Occur with a high frequency

· Have proven resistant to interventions

	As above plus:

· Small groups within a specialist provision
· Sustained opportunities for 1:1 teaching focused on specific IEP, behaviour management plan or medical/ personal care plan requirements.  All staff trained in working with PMLD
· A wholly modified curriculum
· Support to address IEP targets
· Opportunities for individual support when taking part in small group activities
· Access to a total communication environment
· Specialist and adaptive equipment to support access to learning, facilitate self help and physical development, mobility and hygiene access, self- help, physical 
· A range of AAC systems to support a total communication environment
· Access to relevant specialist educational and non educational support services and equipment (including medical)
· Access to appropriate therapy provision 

· Access to an appropriate sensory environment

· ICT specialist and adaptive equipment to meet individual learning needs 

· Appropriate indoor and outdoor provision within a safe and secure setting
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