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  Autism Spectrum Condition
	Band
	Descriptor
	Provision

	4
	· Difficulties with social interaction, social communication and social understanding affect behaviour in all contexts

· At home and at school the pupil may be socially vulnerable or withdrawn or prone to outbursts due to stress and anxiety

· Inconsistent patterns of behaviour

· Is likely to be highly distractible

· Noticeable difficulties in some of the following areas: hand/eye co-ordination and integration; changes in routine; sensory responses; unusual eye contact

· Difficulties with receptive understanding and expressive use of language both in terms of content and context

· Difficulties with imagination, particularly apparent in older pupils in creative writing, RE, History etc

· Difficulties with moving from the concrete to the abstract

· Probably has a diagnosis of ASC by an appropriately qualified professional or investigations are ongoing

· Typically has other identified difficulties which may be unrelated to ASC confirmed by professional advice which together with ASC, present a significant barrier to learning.
· Is likely to show stress and anxiety particularly at times of transition
	· Likely to be mainstream class based 
· Opportunities for small group work and one to one to develop individual targets and introduce any new concepts

· An individual table/area within the classroom may be helpful for independent working to offer opportunities for over-learning and working on areas of difficulty e.g. abstract concepts and ‘de-stressing’
· Access to staff trained in working with pupils with ASC
· Additional training of mainstream staff to support curriculum modifications and social interaction, social communication and social understanding. 
· Some modification to the environment (low stimulus; distraction-free)

· Use of specific materials, approaches and resources as appropriate e.g. Circle of Friends
· Curriculum access will be facilitated by using a structured approach, which may involve: using visual systems/timetables; reducing language for instructions/ information giving

· Teaching strategies should give consideration to difficulties with transfer of skills

· Teaching approaches should take account of difficulties in the understanding of social rules and expectations within the classroom; slow processing of information

	5
	As above plus:
· Significant difficulties with social interaction, social communication and social understanding

· Will lack understanding in social contexts and therefore be socially vulnerable, isolated or prone to outbursts

· Though behaviour may vary in different contexts there are significant difficulties at all times

· Use of everyday items, objects/toys may be unusual and may lead to difficulties with switching attention or redirection to an alternative task

· Has difficulties in many of the following areas: hand/eye co-ordination and integration; changes in routine; sensory responses; unusual eye contact

· Significant difficulty with receptive and expressive language both in terms of content and context

· Rigidity of thinking leads to the inability to use imagination both socially and on classroom tasks

· Has significant difficulty moving from the concrete to abstract

· Usually has a diagnosis of ASC by an appropriately qualified professional or investigations on going. 
· Typically has other identified difficulties which may be unrelated to ASC confirmed by professional advice which, together with ASC, present a significant barrier to learning.
· May have stereotypical behaviours and obsessions with people/objects
	As above plus:
· Likely to be mainstream class with targeted support

· The use of individual support on occasions where required for the introduction of new concepts and the reinforcement of classroom routines and expectations

· Targeted small group work 
· Some modification to the environment 

· Access to a quiet area within the classroom when needed

· It is likely that the following will aid teaching and learning: an individual workstation to offer opportunities for over learning and working on areas of difficulty.

· Access to staff trained in working with pupils with ASC

· Additional training of mainstream staff to support curriculum modifications and social interaction, social communication and social understanding

· Use of specific materials, approaches and resources as appropriate e.g. Socially Speaking
· Curriculum access will be facilitated by using a structured approach, which may involve: using visual systems/timetables; reducing language for instructions/ information giving
· Teaching strategies should give consideration to difficulties with transfer of skills

· Teaching approaches should take account of difficulties in the understanding of social rules and expectations within the classroom; slow processing of information



	Band
	Descriptor
	Provision

	6
	As above plus:
· Significant difficulties with social interaction, social communication and social understanding even in known and familiar contexts

· Most social contexts present challenges. Pupil is very vulnerable, isolated or prone to unpredictable outbursts

· Though behaviour may vary in different contexts there are significant difficulties at all times, even in familiar settings

· Likely to have stereotypical behaviours and obsessions with people/objects

· Use of everyday items, objects/toys is often unusual and lead to difficulties with switching attention or redirection to an alternative task

· Has significant difficulties in many of the following areas: hand/eye co-ordination and integration; changes in routine; sensory responses; unusual eye contact

· Significant difficulty with receptive and expressive language both in terms of content and context

· Rigidity of thinking leads to the inability to use imagination both socially and on classroom tasks. Poor concept of time and sequencing of events

· Has significant difficulty moving from the concrete to abstract

· Usually has a diagnosis of ASC by appropriately qualified professionals

	As above plus:
· Consideration of the need to use a variety of groupings to ensure learning, including time in a quiet, distraction free environment either 1:1 or in a small group for learning new skills and concepts

· Mainstream class for specific curriculum areas  where appropriate using targeted support to enable learning

· Access to a quiet area when needed

· It is likely that the following will aid teaching and learning: an individual workstation to offer opportunities for over learning and working on areas of difficulty.

· Access to staff trained and experienced in working with children with ASC.

· Additional training of staff to support curriculum modifications and social interaction, social communication and social understanding

· Use of specific materials, approaches and resources as appropriate e.g. Socially Speaking

· Curriculum access will be facilitated by using a structured approach, which may involve: using visual systems/timetables; reducing language for instructions/ information giving
· Teaching strategies should give consideration to difficulties with transfer of skills

· Teaching approaches should take account of difficulties in the understanding of social rules and expectations within the classroom; slow processing of information


	Band
	Descriptor
	Provision

	7
	As above plus:
· Will have an uneven learning profile with moderate to severe learning difficulties

· Difficult to engage

· Unusual or inappropriate eye-contact

· May have repetitive body movements

· May notice and may react to every tiny change in the environment

· May use objects for sensation

· Resistant to the demands of others

· Will be affected by sensory overload, hypersensitivity or hyposensitivity

· Can be destructive of every day items

· Have little or no awareness of the feelings of others and operates in an egocentric fashion, often in isolation from others

· Obsessional compulsive actions when completing tasks 

· Limited understanding of non-verbal communication

· At times likely to engage in outburst of distress and can be physically aggressive and harmful towards self and others

· Are not aware of danger to themselves, nor the harm they inflict on others

· Linguistic ability may vary from having a full range of language, that may be unusual in some respects, to being non-verbal and heavily reliant on objects of reference / photographic/pictorial systems; may have echolalia

· May have personal space issues

· Expressive competences hide comprehension difficulties 

· Tendency to abscond
· May display significant levels of anxiety – starts humming, rocking, flapping hands, ritualistic and compulsive behaviour patterns are observed

	As above plus:
· Small groups within a specialist provision.

· Specialist educational setting
· Consideration of the need to use a variety of groupings to ensure learning, including time in a quiet, distraction free environment either 1:1 or in a   small group for learning new skills and concepts
· Staff experienced in working with pupils with ASC
· Consistent staff team experienced in ASC.

· Additional staffing to escort pupils and support at times of crisis and stress.

· Access to specialist services.

· Use of a range of alternative augmentative communication to support social and functional communication skills to enhance interaction and understanding. (eg. Makaton. electronic voice output communication aids)
· Access to an appropriately adapted environment



	Band
	Descriptor
	Provision

	8
	As above plus:
· May have severe and complex learning difficulties

· Regularly (daily) exhibits challenging behaviours (violent and aggressive).

· Adverse reaction to every tiny change in the environment 

· Strong resistance and aggression to any change in familiar/environment including if approached from a different direction.

· Have severely impaired imagination and play skills

· Unaccountable emotional outbursts often engage in outburst of distress and can be physically aggressive and harmful towards self and others

· Has unusual interest and obsessions

· Uses objects for sensation only

· Resistant to the demands of others which leads to aggression

· Fascination with sensory stimuli

· Destroys every day items

· If speech develops, it is often characterised by echolalia and repetitive patterns

· Absconding tendencies with no awareness  of danger

· Displays severe levels of anxiety – starts humming, rocking, flapping hands, ritualistic and compulsive behaviour patterns are observed which can lead to aggressive outbursts

· Eats anything - pica
	As above plus:
· Small groups within a specialist provision.

· Consideration of the need to use a variety of groupings to ensure learning, including time in a quiet, distraction free environment either 1:1 or in a small group for learning new skills and concepts 

· Opportunities for individual support when taking part in small group activities.

· High staffing ratio to support teaching and learning with sustained opportunities for 1:1 support.

· Staff trained and experienced in working with pupils with ASC.

· Additional staffing to escort pupils and support at times of crisis and stress.

· Access to specialist services.

· Consistent staff team experienced in ASC.

· Use of a range of alternative augmentative communication to support social and functional communication skills to enhance interaction and understanding. (eg. Makaton. electronic voice output communication aids)
· Use of adapted teaching materials, resources to support teaching and learning for those with sensory and physical impairment.

	9
	Pupils with complex autism is such that they meet the Band 8 descriptor and one of the following:

· The severity and nature of their communication/behaviour is such that they require staffing which facilitates more than constant 1:1 support, supervision and intervention.

· The intensity of their physical aggression towards harming themselves can cause serious/persistent injury such that they require staffing and specialist support to de-escalate and protect themselves.

· Other significant issues, e.g. medical/health needs, which, if not managed or given additional support, impacts on the severity and nature of their communication/behaviour and requires the school to actively intervene
· May present as extremely passive, non-engaging and with limited interaction
	As above plus:
· May need the majority of the school day spent in a low arousal environment
· The severity and nature of their communication/behaviour is such that they require staffing which facilitates more than constant 1:1 support, supervision and intervention



	Band
	Descriptor
	Provision

	10


	Pupils with complex autism is such that they meet the Band 8 descriptor and at least two of the following:

· The severity and nature of their communication/behaviour is such that they require staffing which facilitates more than constant 1:1 support, supervision and intervention.

· The intensity of their physical aggression towards harming themselves can cause serious/persistent injury such that they require staffing and specialist support to de-escalate and protect themselves.

· Other significant issues, e.g. medical/health needs, which, if not managed or given additional support, impacts on the severity and nature of their communication/behaviour and requires the school to actively intervene.
	As above plus:
· Provision of an autism specific curriculum

· Likely to need the majority of the school day spent in a low arousal environment
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